





May 12, 2010
Chair and Members of the Board of Trustees
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh
4400 Forbes Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15213

Dear Ms. Lazo and Members of the Board of Trustees:


As Pittsburgh City Council’s Chair of the Committee on Finance and Law, I am writing to you to clarify the history of the City of Pittsburgh’s financial commitment to the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh. The following is a timeline of the events since October 2009 regarding the Library’s budget, proposed closings, and Council’s involvement.

· October 5, 2009 Carnegie Library Board votes to close branches.
· October 20, 2009 state leaders led by Representative Chelsa Wagner and Senator Jay Costa meet with Carnegie Library leadership to push for a plan to keep branches open for 2010.
· October 29, 2009 Council President Doug Shields, in consultation with Senator Costa and Representative Wagner, announces plans to seek a $600,000 grant for the Library from the 2009 Operating Budget and an additional $600,000 grant from the 2010 Capital Budget in order to keep the branches open.
· November 9, 2009 Mayor proposes 2010 Budget to City Council with $1,000,000 line item for Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh.
· November 23, 2009 Library leaders and elected officials meet at the Regional Enterprise Tower and agree that if City Council can pass the “Shields-Wagner-Costa Bill” no libraries will be closed in 2009/2010.
· December 1, 2009 City Council unanimously gives final approval to “Shields-Wagner-Costa Bill” providing a $600,000 grant to Carnegie Library from the 2009 Operating Budget to keep branches open.
· December 14, 2009 Library Board votes to reverse closings due to $1.2 million commitment from Pittsburgh City Council and State leader’s commitment.
· December 16, 2009 City Council amends the 2010 Budget to remove the Tuition Tax revenue from the Budget, but leaves in the $1,000,000 for the library to keep our commitment of the needed $600,000. These technical corrections are attached.
· December 21, 2009 City Council gives final approval to 2010 Budget including a $1,000,000 line item for Carnegie Library to keep our commitment of the needed $600,000.
· December 31, 2010 Mayor approves final 2010 Budget with $1,000,000 line item to Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh in the budget. Mayor does not veto or amend as would be required by law.
· January 7, 2010 SB 711 (table games) is signed by Governor Rendell including the Wagner-Costa library funding per the City Council agreement.
· January 8, 2010 City’s financial system shows $1,000,000 put into Carnegie Library line item account  per 2010 Budget (Resolution 768 of 2009).
· January 22, 2010 Finance Department deletes $1,000,000 line item without Council resolution. This is not legal per City Code, as only City Council can amend the budget.
· May 7, 2010 City Council learns that the $1,000,000 line item has been deleted and pledges that the original $600,000 commitment will be met.
· May 10, 2010 Carnegie Library board chair Jacqui Fiske Lazo writes letter to the Mayor stating that the Carnegie Library understood the $1,000,000 for 2010 was only going to be granted if the Tuition tax passed. This is factually incorrect information.
· May 11, 2010 at Carnegie Library board meeting, Councilwoman Natalia Rudiak inquires about the status of the City commitment to the Carnegie Library, discrepancies within that commitment, and expectations from both entities. It is determined that $600,000 from 2009 is in the process of being transferred, but that the additional $640,000 from 2010 is outstanding. 

· May 12, 2010 press reports indicate Carnegie Library 2010 budget includes the $1.24 million from the City of Pittsburgh needed to keep libraries open.
This timeline clearly outlines the past year’s events and demonstrates City Council’s unanimous and unequivocal support for the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh. Furthermore, it clearly shows that Carnegie Library anticipated at least $1.24 million from the City of Pittsburgh for the 2010 budget and that City Council on numerous times voted to allocate at a minimum that amount. The budget passed by City Council and signed by the Mayor was done with full knowledge and support for the $600,000 commitment to the Carnegie Library out of the 2009 and 2010 budget. The budget passed was not conditioned on any other revenue sources, it was balanced, and it was done through the proper procedures. It is my intention to honor City Council’s commitment and to continue to work with the Carnegie Library on both short and long term financial solutions.
Please contact my office to schedule a meeting between yourself, President Barbara Mistick, Council Budget Director Bill Urbanic, and myself if you should need any further information. I hope this letter clarifies the City’s commitment to our libraries.






Sincerely,







William Peduto

Cc: President and All Members, Pittsburgh City Council

      Barbara Mistick, President, Carnegie Library

